














“The secret things belong to the Lord 
our God, but those things which are 
revealed belong to us and to our 
children forever,  that we may do all  
the words of this law.”

Deuteronomy 29:29





“Life is  outrageous. Hardly anyone 
wil l  deny that conclusion outright.  
Tragedy, pain,  injustice,  premature 
death—all  of these and more waste 
us away. No explanation seems quite 
able to sti l l  our anger,  hosti l ity,  and 
sadness.”

John K.  Roth,  “A Theodicy  of  Protest ,”  18



“To many minds the origin of sin and 
the reason for its  existence are a 
source of great perplexity .  .  .  They see 
the work of evil ,  with its  terrible 
results of woe and desolation, and 
they question how all  this can exist 
under the sovereignty of One who is  
infinite in wisdom, in power,  and in 
love. 

E l len White,  Great  Controversy,  492



Here is  a mystery of which they f ind 
no explanation. ‘And in their  
uncertainty and doubt they are 
blinded to truths plainly revealed in 
God’s word and essential  to salvation.’  
”

El len White,  Great  Controversy,  492



“Is He wil l ing to prevent evil ,  but not 
able? Then He is  impotent.  Is  He able,  
but not wil l ing? Then He is  
malevolent.  Is  He both able and 
wil l ing? Whence then is  evil?”

David  Hume,  quot ing  Epicurus



• The kind and amount of evil  in this 
world renders it  improbable that an 
al l-powerful  and entirely good God 
exists.

Important Distinction:
o Moral  ev i l  i s  ev i l  that  resul ts  “ f rom the  

f ree  act ions  of  personal  be ings .”
o Natura l  ev i l  i s  ev i l  “ that  cannot  be  

ascr ibed to  the  f ree  act ions  of”  creatures .

Alv in  P lant inga,  The Nature  of  Necess i ty ,  191.



“When I  looked for good, evil  came; 
and when I  waited for l ight,  darkness 
came”

Job 30:26



“Why does the way of the guilty 
prosper? Why do all  who are 
treacherous thrive?”

Jer 12:1;  c f .  Mal  2 :17;  Pss 10:5,  13;  94:3-7;  
Ecc l  3 :16;  5 :13;  7 :15;  8 :14



“Where is  the God of justice?”

Mal  2:17;  c f .  Ps  94:3-7;  Jer 5:19;  9 :12;  
13:22;  16:10;  Ezek 18:2



“Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? 
Why do you hide yourselves in t imes 
of trouble?”

Ps 10:1;  c f .  10:11;  30:7



Even Jesus asks:  

“My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”

Matt  27:46;  c f .  Mark  15:34



“One of the things that surprised me 
when I  f irst  read the New Testament 
seriously was that it  talked so much 
about a Dark Power in the universe–
a mighty evil  spirit  who was held to 
be the Power behind death and 
disease, and sin.. . .  

C.S .  Lewis ,  Mere Chr ist ianity ,  45



Christianity thinks this Dark Power 
was created by God, and was good 
when he was created, and went 
wrong... .  this universe is  at war . . .  
[and] it  is  a civi l  war,  a rebell ion, 
and that we are l iving in a part of 
the universe occupied by the rebel.  
Enemy-occupied territory—that is  
what this world is.”

C.S.  Lewis ,  Mere Chr ist ianity ,  45



Let’s get a working definition: 
“the Great Controversy refers to the 
cosmic battle between God and 
Satan over the moral r ight of God to 
rule,  which is  not a question of 
divine power but focuses on charges 
against God’s character of goodness,  
justice,  and love …”



1. Adventist misunderstanding
2. Thomistic Classical  Theism = no 

Great Controversy
3. Liberalism (post-enlightenment)

“now that the forces and the laws of 
nature have been discovered, we can 
no longer believe in spirits whether 
good or evil”

Rudolf  Bultmann,  New Testament  
Mythology and Other  Bas ic  Writ ings ,  4



“ I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  s i n  s o  a s  
t o  g i v e  a  r e a s o n  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  Y e t  e n o u g h  m a y  
b e  u n d e r s t o o d  c o n c e r n i n g  b o t h  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  t h e  
f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  s i n  t o  m a k e  f u l l y  m a n i f e s t  t h e  
j u s t i c e  a n d  b e n e v o l e n c e  o f  G o d  i n  a l l  H i s  d e a l i n g s  
w i t h  e v i l .  N o t h i n g  i s  m o r e  p l a i n l y  t a u g h t  i n  
S c r i p t u r e  t h a n  t h a t  G o d  w a s  i n  n o  w i s e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  s i n ;  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  n o  a r b i t r a r y  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  d i v i n e  g r a c e ,  n o  
d e f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  d i v i n e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  g a v e  
o c c a s i o n  f o r  t h e  u p r i s i n g  o f  r e b e l l i o n .  S i n  i s  a n  
i n t r u d e r ,  f o r  w h o s e  p r e s e n c e  n o  r e a s o n  c a n  b e  
g i v e n .  I t  i s  m y s t e r i o u s ,  u n a c c o u n t a b l e ;  t o  e x c u s e  
i t  i s  t o  d e f e n d  i t . ”

E l len  G.  White,  The Great  Controversy,  492-3
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