
1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 
give you my message.”  
3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him 
working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping 
from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter 
formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best 
to him.  
5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, 
“Can I not do with you, as this potter does?” declares 
the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are 
you in my hand.”                          Jeremiah 18:1-6 (NIV, adapted) 
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• Ubiquitous 
• Beautiful 
• Useful 
• Character 
• Unique 
• Created 
• Breakable (lifetime) 
• Return to Dust 
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Then we’ll look 
for the lessons. 

Let’s find out how 
pottery is made! 
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Declares the 

Lord, 

“Like clay  
in the hand  

of the potter,  
so are you  

in my hand.” 
Jeremiah 18:6 



You did not 
choose me, but 
I chose you and 
appointed you 
to go and bear 
fruit—fruit 
that will last.   

John 16:15a 
 



But now you must rid 
yourselves of all 

such things as these:  
anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy 

language  
from your lips.   

Colossians 3:8 



From the 
beginning God 

chose you to be 
saved through 
the sanctifying 

work of the 
Spirit and 

through belief in 
the truth.   

2 Thessalonians 2:13 



The Spirit  
of God  

has made me;  
The breath  

of the Almighty 
gives me life. 

I am just like you 
before God; 

I too have been 
taken from clay.   

Job 33:4,6 



"Before I 
formed you 
in the womb 
I knew you, 
and before 
you were 

born I 
consecrated 

you.”   
Jeremiah 1:5 



God,  
your Redeemer, who 

shaped your life in your 
mother's womb, says:  

"I am God.  
I made all that is.  

With no help from you  
I spread out the skies 
and laid out the earth.”  

Isaiah 44:24 



We are 
hard 

pressed on 
every side, 

but not 
crushed.   

2 Corinthians 
4:8 



Today,  
if you hear 
his voice,  

do not 
harden 
your 

hearts.  
Hebrews  
3:7-8 



 “Woe to those 
    who quarrel  
      with their  
        Maker,  
  those who are  
   nothing but  
    potsherds  
    among the  
    potsherds  
on the ground. 
     Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?’  
Does your work say, ‘The potter has no hands’?”  Isaiah 45:9, 10 



 
                                                                                                                             

But who are you, O man,  
to talk back to God?   

Shall what is formed say  
to him who formed it,  

“Why did you make me like 
this?”  Does not the potter have 

the right to make out of the 
same lump of clay some pottery 

for noble purposes and  
some for common use?   

Romans 9:19-21  



Beloved, do not think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you, as though some strange 

thing happened to you. . .  Pure 
gold put in the fire comes out of it 

proved pure; genuine faith put 
through this suffering comes out 

proved genuine. When Jesus wraps 
this all up, it's your faith, not your 
gold, that God will have on display 

as evidence of his victory.  
1 Peter 4:12; 1:7 (The Message) 

 



Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out;  
you formed me in my mother's womb.  
I thank you, High God—you're breathtaking!  
Body and soul, I am marvelously made!  
I worship in adoration—what a creation!  
You know me inside and out,  
you know every bone in my body;  
You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,  
how I was sculpted from nothing into something.  
Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth;  
all the stages of my life were spread out before you,  
The days of my life all prepared  
before I'd even lived one day.  
Psalm 139:13-16 (The Message) 
 
 



But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all- 
surpassing power is from God and not from us. 2 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV) 



Jeremiah 29:11 (NCV) 







Have thine own way Lord, 
Have thine own way, 
Thou art the potter 
I am the clay, 
Mold me and make me after thy will 
While I am waiting,  
Yielded and still. 


